
Data Profile: Comparing Stations 
Determine the audience composition of a group of stations with the Profile % and Skew Index. 
 
This report can be used to determine whether a station ‘skews’ towards your client’s target demographic.  
Broadcasters may use this information for sales (matching their programs’ profile to an advertiser’s target 
demographic), or programming (to customize content of a program to match its target audience). 

How to Read a Data Profile Report 
 
In the above example, 41,000 adults 18-49 
watched the Discovery channel, representing 
63% of the total adult audience.   
 
Compared to the population, Discovery has a 
greater proportion of adults18-49 in its audience. 
Discovery indexed at 107 compared to the 
population. 
 
 

The Profile estimate option calculates a program 
or station’s audience distribution.  It reports your 
sub-segment target demographic as a 
percentage of a base demographic.  In the 
example above, the base is Adults 18+. 
 
The Skew Index option compares your program 
or station audience profile to the corresponding 
demographics' universe distribution.  This 
produces an index that tells you if the program or 
station audience has a higher than average level 
of viewers within your target demographic. 

Software Tips Borealis 



Title 
Name the report—this is the name under 
which the file will be saved and the name 
that will appear on the Report Status 
screen. 
 
Dates 
Select the dates you wish to include in your 
report. 
 
Markets 
Identify the market(s) you wish to analyze.   
 
Households 
The default in this tab is Total, but you can 
select any other household break from this 
tab.   
 
Select income breaks, language and 
household size from this tab if you want to 
include that data in your profile report. 
 
People 
Select all the demographics you want to 
include in your profile report by clicking and 
highlighting the age breaks.   
 
The first demographic chosen will become 
the base against which the skew and profile 
will be calculated.  All subsequent 
demographics will be compared to the base 
demographic.  The base demographic can 
be changed when you get to the measures 
tab. 

Software Tips 
 
Broadcasters 
Select the broadcasters to include in your 
report.   You can select broadcasters by going 
to the appropriate folder in the Standard tab, or 
quickly search for broadcasters using the Find 
tab.   
 
Time Periods 
Since this report only compares stations you do 
not need to select any programs.  Select the 
time periods from the Standard tab or create a 
custom time period using the Specific tab. 
 
Measures 
Select AA(000), Profile % 
and AA Skew Index.  UE 
(000) is optional.  Use the 
green arrow to send to the 
selected area. 
 
Submit 

After you have selected your measures, 
the GO button on the button bar (top left 
of the screen) will turn green—click this 
button to submit the request.   

 
Download the Report 
Go to the Report Status screen.  Once the 
report has completed, double-click to open the 
report into the Layout view, set up as the default 
table (you’ll want to change this).   

Setting up Your Table 
 
For a demographic report, move the households and people options to 
the table rows.  To move these options, click and drag the parameter to 
the grey area over the rows.   
 
(Please refer to the Creating a Custom Table and Template tip sheet for general 
information on setting up tables.) 
 
In the example, only one date range was used and only one time period 
so these options were moved to the Paging Fields.  Broadcasters and 
Measures were moved to the columns to allow a quick comparison 
between broadcasters.  Households and People were placed in the 
rows. 
 
Click the Excel button to download the report. 
 

Filtering the Data 
Clicking the little down arrow beside each parameter will show all your selections.  The profile report is 
a great opportunity to use this feature especially if you included household variables such as income, 
in your request. It is best to use the filter option on the table otherwise you will have all demographics 
crossed by all households, making the table difficult to interpret. 
1. Click the down arrow beside households and select only Total. Click the Excel button to download 
the report.  This will show all demographics based on total households. 
2. To show all the household variables, click Show All for households and then click the down arrow 
beside People and select P18+.  Click the Excel button to download the report. 

How to generate a Data Profile report to compare stations. 

To speed up future profile 
requests, open a previously 
saved profile request and simply 
adjust the dates, markets, 
networks or programs as 
necessary. 
Borealis will automatically 
prompt you to save under 
another name. 

How to read Skew Index: 
Index at 100% 
The program audience profile 
matches proportionately to the 
universe distribution for the 
demographic you selected. 

Index higher than 100% 
The program audience has a 
higher concentration of viewers 
within your selected 
demographic. 

Index lower than 100% 
The program audience has a 
lower concentration of viewers 
within your selected 
demographic. 


